Qualifications
The definition of a professional is a member of a learned profession, especially one characterized by or conforming to the high technical and ethical standards of that profession.  A&P Mechanic is required to obtain and absorb an enormous amount of technical training.  This training is perceived as a minimum standard of training.  So let’s compare A&P’s training time (hours) with that of engineers, teachers, and pilots.

A&P’s

· Experience minimums 
· 1900 hrs (pt. 147) 
· 4800 hrs (pt. 65)
· Tough standards        (41 subject areas)
· Written, Oral, and Practical Exams
Engineer or Teacher

· 1680 hrs classroom
· 127 credit hours

· Certification Testing

Pilots
· 300 hrs (Commercial)
· 1500 hrs (ATP)

· Tough standards

· Written, Oral, and Practical Exams

So I wonder why pilots call us A&P mechanic’s knuckle dragger, grease monkey’s and the like.  When it is the A&P that keeps their butt in the air.  Just one man’s opinion.

